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caprice. Yet the men who wrote these
exasperating treatises were men of brilliant
intellect and calm judgment, the master-
builders of the Church. And to those who
read them aright they are still full of hints
and suggestions, and indicate many an
obscure pathway that leads to the goal of
knowledge, and that might otherwise be
missed.

We have already seen that Origen, one
of the sanest of men, and versed in occult
knowledge, teaches that the Scriptures are
three-fold, consisting of Body, Soul, and
Spirit.1 He says that the Body of the
Scriptures is made up of the outer
words of the histories and the stories, and
he does not hesitate to say that these are
not literally true, but are only stories for
the instruction of the ignorant. He even
goes so far as to remark that statements
are made in those stories that are obviously
untrue, in order that the glaring contra-
dictions that lie on the surface may stir
people up to inquire as to the real meaning
of these impossible relations. He says
that so long as men are ignorant, the Body

*See ante^ p. 102.